
StepByStep:Emergency Brake Restoration
Overtheyearsanemergencybrakegetsbeatenup
prettygood.Paintchipped,boottorn,handleworn,and
handlebentoutofshape.Inthispageyou’lllearnhow
tofullyrestoreyoure-braketoitsoriginallook&function.
PREPARATION: Firstbesureyou’reworking ona flat
surfaceandthatyouplacestoppersbehindtherear
wheels.Nexthaveonelargezip-lockbaggietokeepthe
partstogether. BuyonecanAnthracite(L469)spray
paintfromWolfsburgWest,onecanclearcoat,andone
cangrayprimer.Get180&600gritwet-drysandpaper.

REMOVAL:Removetherubberbootbyslidingifoffthe
handle.Nextunscrewthetwo10mmnutsholdingeach
brakecable. Youmayneedtwo10mm wrenchesto
loosenthenuts,thenremovethecablesfromthehandle
holes.Lifttheebrakehandlehighandremovethelong
thinshaft&ivorybuttonfromtheendofthehandle.Now
checktoseeifthehandleisstraight,goingdownthe
tunnel.Ifnot,carefullybendthehandleuntilitisstraight.

PrytheC-clipoffoneendofthebasestud(above),
wheretheebrakehandleconnectstothecar.Pushthe
studouttheothersideandfittheC-clipagainsoit
doesn’tgetlost. Now carefullyremove the ebrake
handleandseparate(butattached)tooth’dpart.
Toremovethehandgripfrom thehandle,lubricatethe
innergrip,turnthehandleupside-downandpushinon

thesmallwhiteplasticbuttonattherearofthegrip,then
slidethegripoff.Putalltheloosepartsinthebaggie.

CLEANING:cleanboththeivorypush-button&hand-
gripwith600-gritsandpaperfirstthenbufftoashinewith
chromepolish.Washtheebrakehandlewithhotsoap&
watertoremovegrease&grime.
PAINTING:sandthehandlewith180-gritsandpaperfirst
then600-grit.Wash&drywell.Applytwothincoatsof
grayprimer&letsittodryfor30minutes.Thenapplytwo
thincoatsofAnthracite&letsitfor30minutes.Finally
applytwothincoatsofclearcoatandletsitovernight.
REASSEMBLY:Slidethehand-gripoverthehandle.Insert
thelongthinshaftwiththeivorybuttonintothehandle,
liftingtheinnertoothparttogetthehookunderneath.
Slide the tooth’d partinside the rearhandle while
pushingintheivorybutton,thenreleaseittoholdthe
tooth’dpartinposition.Makesurethebrakecablesgo
underthebaseofthehandleinthegrooves.Insertthe
basestudthrutheholeandaddtheC-clip.Lowerthe
ebrakehandleandinsertthecablesthrutheholes,then
useplierstolift-uponthecablestoinstallthe10mmnuts
asfardownaspossible.Whenadjustedproperlythe
ebrakeshouldonlycomeup5-6clicks.Finallyinstallthe
ebrakebootandtuckitunderneaththecarpet.
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