
StepByStep:Lug Nut & Brake Drum Restoration
Afteryou’veboughtnewtires&powdercoatedtherimsand
installthemontotheT34younoticethedrums&lugnutsarenot
detailedliketheyshouldbe.Detailingisaneasyprocess.

Earlymodel5-lugT34s(1962-65)haveM12x1.5lugnutswith20
percar(below). 1966-69T34schangedto4-lugandhave
M14x1.5lugnutswith16percar.

Firstthingistoremove
the lug nuts. The
originalT34 lug nuts
were black butover
theyearshaveturned
anastycombinationof
rust,grease,& grime.
Packagethem upand
send them offto a
plating shop that
specializesinBlack-Zinc
coatings. The black-

zincprocesstransformsthelugnuts,sandblastingofftherust,
applyingazinccoatingthenablackchromatecoating(see
comparisonabove).Theblack-zinccoatingwillnotaddalayer
ofpaintthatmaycrumble&loosenovertimelikepaint.

Nextturnyourattention
tothebrakedrums.The
outside surface is also
nasty with grease,dirt,
andoldpaint.Beginby
removingthedrum and
degreasingit.Thenusea
wirewheelattachedtoa
drilltocleanoffallthe
remaining rust & dirt.
Finally use 160-grit
sandpaperto clean up
the minor blemishes.
Fifteen minutes of
cleaning and they’llbe
readyforpaint.Mask-off
theinnerhole&lugnut
holeswithmaskingtape
anduseanExactoknife
totrim thetapecloseto
eachhole(right). Spray
severalcoats ofhigh-
tempglossyblackpaint
(below right)andletdry
overnight. Removethe
tapeandinstallthebrake
drum.

With freshly painted
drumsandblack-zinclug
nuts,yourT34willlook
perfectly detailed to
matchtherestoredrims&
newtires.

FYI:wefoundtherearethreedifferentstylesoforiginalearlyT3
lugnuts.Oneisextremelydished,oneisslightlydishedwiththe
lettersKAMAX,andthethirdisflat.Allthreestyleshavetiny
roundVWlogosprintedonthetop.Althoughit’simpossibleto
tellfromownersmanualphotoswhichoneisauthentic,itseems
thattheflatonesaremostcommononearlyT3s.Thedished
stylesmayhave beenreplacementnutsorsimplyfrom a
differentvendor.
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